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This is what it’s all about… 
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Housing: Impacting Child Health Outcomes 

 According to United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s 2007 American Housing Survey, six million 
households live with moderate or severe physical housing 
problems. 

 Key residential health hazards include asthma and allergy 
triggers, such as mold, dampness, pests (e.g., cockroaches, 
mice) and poor indoor air quality.  

 For 2007, the National Heart, Blood, and Lung Institute 
estimated total cost to the U.S. economy from asthma at $19.7 
billion (includes $14.7 billion in direct medical costs and $5 
billion in indirect costs such as lost work and school days). 

 According to the American Lung Association, 14% of children in 
Delaware are diagnosed with asthma and the majority of 
those children live in families with incomes below the FPL. 

 



Partnering to Optimize Child Health Outcomes in 
Delaware’s Communities 
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Wilmington, NCC 

Jessup Street  Pediatrics  

Zip Codes: 19801, 19802 

Dover, Kent    

Dover Pediatrics                       

Zip Codes: 19901,19904 

Seaford, Sussex 

Seaford Pediatrics  

Zip Codes: 19973, 19956 

 
 
Nemours was awarded one of 107 
Health Innovation Challenge awards 
from CMS  
 
Goal:  Reduce asthma related 
emergency department use as well as 
reduce asthma related 
hospitalization among children with 
Medicaid by 50% by 2015.  
 
Targeted areas where the need was 
greatest and three unique 
populations were identified.  Total 
number of children impacted at the 
identified practices: 21,005 or 12% of 
Delaware’s children. 
 

 

 

  



The Power of Collaboration:  
Community Leadership Teams  
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Nemours partnered with- 

 DE State Housing Authority (DSHA) 

 Wilmington Housing Authority 
(WHA) 

  Stephens Management  
Corporation  

 Northeastern Integrated Pest 
Management Center (StopPest) 

 Delaware Department of Public 
Health 

 US Dept of Housing & Urban 
Development 

Community Leadership Teams 
(CLT) - 

 Partnering with existing coalitions, 
CLT’s were formed to focus on 
sustainable community health 
interventions to reduce asthma 
triggers 

 

Nemours collaborated with-  

 Town of Laurel  

 RD Innovation Planning 

 Sussex County Health Promotion Coalition 

 Kent Kids Coalition 

 South Wilmington Planning Network 

 Northeastern IPM 

 American Lung Association 

 Telamon Corporation 

 Key Community Stakeholders  

 

 



The Power of Collaboration: Community Leadership Teams  

 Building on the HUD Healthy Homes Initiative, the CLT members worked 
with Delaware’s Public Housing Authorities to create a sustainable 
Healthy Homes Training Program. 

 The training targeted leadership, staff and residents. Modules included 
asthma awareness, trigger reduction, safe cleaning techniques and 
integrated pest management. 

 Housing management integrated the training in both new staff and new 
resident orientation programs. A resident champion was identified to 
assist in promoting the training at each location.  

 Three public housing locations were identified within the targeted zip 
codes: Kennedy Apts (Wilmington); Liberty Courts (Dover) & Carvel 
Gardens (Laurel). These locations piloted the training. 

 

 

 



“DSHA Residents Celebrate Healthy Homes Launch” 
October 15, 2014 – Dover, DE 

 

 The initiative promotes Safe Cleaning, 
which is designed to reduce asthma-
related hospitalization by educating 
residents on asthma awareness, safe 
cleaning techniques, and pest 
management. 

 



Kits Assembly: Creating 
Community  
Engagement 

November 2014:  

With over 200 kits to supply to Sussex 
County through Healthy Homes 
trainings, Sussex County Health 
Promotion Coalition needed extra 
hands to assemble and deliver the 20 
pound kits full of healthy, safe 
cleaning supplies and tools.  

SCHPC completed coordination with 
local Iglesias de Dios de Maranatha’s 
organization “Somos Familias” to 
assemble and store the 200 Healthy 
Home Kits.  

The kit assembly not only benefited 
the families that were receiving them 
at trainings, but helped to support a 
local organization as well as build 
Asthma awareness and prevention in 
additional Seaford-area communities. 

Kent and New Castle kits were 
assembled by an independent 
contractor. 

 



Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) Training 

Training was conducted statewide in all 3 
counties.  
Above, the training is being conducted by Dion 
Lerman of StopPests.  IPM is training the crew at 
Liberty Court in Kent County (Dover). 
To our upper right, Carvel Gardens out of Sussex 
(Laurel) is also being trained.  
Lower right, the team out of New Castle 
(Wilmington) leaning in. 



 March 2015: 
 

 Over 30 families represented at Healthy 
Homes trainings at Carvel Gardens in 
Laurel. We only expected 10-15, the 
turnout was overwhelming.  

 The families learned healthy homes 
information and were provided with 
dinner and healthy homes kits.  

 The town mayor, John Shwed, and town 
councilman Jonathan Kellam were also 
among the attendees. 

 



Impact of the Healthy Homes & IPM Pilot  
Trainings 

 Asthma registry 

 Nationally, Households with 
children comprise 43 percent 
of public housing 

  Targeted Delaware site   
numbers of children impacted 

– Seaford/Laurel 209- 30% 

– Dover 221- 40%  

– Jessup 221- 40% 

 Modal average of 40% 

 

 Pilot Housing Sites* 

 Dover-  Liberty Court 24 
residents, 29 staff 

 Laurel-Carvel Gardens 29 
residents, 6 staff 

 Wilmington- Kennedy Apts 10 
residents, 12 staff 

 

* Number Completing the Training 
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Reaching Our Goal 

 Goal:  Reduce asthma related emergency department use 
as well as reduce asthma related hospitalization among 
children with Medicaid by 50% by 2015.  

ED Visits: For every 100 children, there were 6 fewer 
ED visits after the program started compared to 
before. 

Admissions: For every 100 children, there were 1.3 
fewer asthma-related hospitalizations after the 
program started compared to before. There were 2.5 
fewer hospitalizations for every 100 children overall. 

 

 
NORC Second Annual Report: HCIA Disease-Specific Evaluation. 2016. Bethesda: NORC at the University of Chicago 

http://downloads.cms.gov/files/cmmi/hcia-diseasespecific-secondevalrpt.pdf 

 

 

 



Making A Difference 

 Nakia Wallace, Resident 
Champion Kennedy Apts 

 
 “Healthy Homes Project, 

has given me substantial 
information and the know 
how to safeguard me and 
my family from some of the 
hazards that could accrue in 
the home. I am able to 
avoid harmful situations in 
my home because of the 
knowledge given at HH 
events ... I wanted to say 
thanks for taking the time 
to help keep homes safe.” 

  

 

 Anas Ben Addi, Director, 
DE State Housing 
Authority 

 

 “A healthy home is 
important, especially for 
children who may be more 
susceptible to illness. Part 
of (our) mission includes 
promoting healthy homes, 
and this training will give 
the families the tools they 
need to create and maintain 
an environment free of 
common contaminants.” 

 

 

 

 



Building on Success 
 

 Partnering with housing stakeholders to implement 
integrated pest management training across 
Delaware. 

 Exploring funding opportunities with partners to 
sustain the efforts underway across the state in 
healthy homes. 

 Sharing lessons learned with our Housing Authorities 
partners and CLT to build upon successes and expand 
reach. 
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Thanks to Partners and Stakeholders 

The Community Partners and Housing Stakeholders who contributed their 
leadership, guidance and field expertise to the collaborative endeavor  
include: 
 
Delaware’s Housing Authorities 
Delaware Division of Public Health 
The Pennsylvania Integrated Pest Management Program 
U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Laurel 
Delaware Town Council 
Stephens Management Corporation 
 Professional Staffing Associates, Inc. 
RD Innovative Planning 
Sussex County Health Promotion Coalition 
Three County Community Leadership Teams  
Nemours 



Thank you for Making a Difference and Setting the Stage 
for Improved Health Outcomes  

Telamon 

Corporation 

Stephens 

Corporation 

RD INNOVATIVE 

PLANNING 

http://www.whadelaware.org/
http://www.nccde.org/
http://www.hud.gov/
http://www.telamon.org/default.aspx
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“thank you!” 


